
 
  

  
  2010 ASIAN EXPERIENCE ï A Journey by Private Jet 

Korea, Vietnam, Borneo ï Brunei, Malaysia, Northern Thailand, Laos, China 
  
 
Fri, Oct. 29      Your Journey Begins 

Depart your hometown city on your independent flight to Seoul, Korea. 
 

Sat, Oct. 30   Seoul, Korea 

Arrive today in Seoul, a vibrant metropolis on the Han River; full of treasures and offering 
the legacy of a rich past.  The city is among the ten largest cities in the world and was 
founded in 1392 by the first King of the Yi Dynasty.   The city retains three gates of the 
ancient wall and three Imperial Palaces.  
 
Your driver will be waiting for you as you exit Customs & Immigrations to transfer you to 
our hotel.   This evening meet your traveling companions and Lakani Tour Directors at a 
welcome cocktail reception and dinner party.                                                  Hotel Shilla 
 
Sun, Oct. 31   Seoul, Korea 
 

Our morning excursion brings us to the 
Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), a strip of land running 
across the Korean Peninsula that serves as a 
buffer zone between North and South Korea. 
Since 1974, the South has discovered four tunnels 
crossing the DMZ dug by North Korea. Weôll visit 
the third infiltration tunnel, which is about 5,200 ft 
long and about 490 ft below ground.   
 
Return to the city for lunch and in the afternoon 
explore Gyeongbok Palace, built in 1395 by King 
Taejo, founder of the Yi dynasty.  The palace is 

well preserved and the gardens are beautifully landscaped.  Within the palace grounds is 
the National Folklore Museum, a treasure house of exhibits including the royal jewels, 
many old paintings, celadons of the Koryo dynasty and images of Buddha dating back 
1,000 years or more.   Afterwards, spend some time wandering through Insadong Alley, 
the most colorful bazaar in Korea.                                                                   Hotel Shilla   
 
Mon, Nov. 01                          Danang & Hoi An, Vietnam 
 

This morning board your Private Executive Jet, bound for Vietnam.  Arrive in Danang 
and transfer to Hoi An, a picturesque riverside town located south of Danang which was 
one of Southeast Asiaôs major international ports during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries.   
 
Arrive Hoi An late this afternoon and check into your luxurious villa situated within 85 
acres of tropical, landscaped gardens overlooking the South China Sea. 
                                                                                                                       The Nam Hai 



   
Tue, Nov. 02   Danang & Hoi An, Vietnam 
 
Drive to Danang, the third largest city in Vietnam and the economic hub of Central 
Vietnam.  Visit the city's highlights, including the Cham Museum, founded in 1915 by the 
Ecole Francaise d'Extreme Orient. This open-air collection of Cham sculpture is the 
finest in the world and includes some striking statues from this ancient civilization. 
Continue to the Marble Mountains, five marble hills rising abruptly from the surrounding 
countryside. Each is said to represent one of the five elements of the universe. The 
largest and most famous, Thuy Son, has a number of natural caves which have served 
variously as Hindu and Buddhist sanctuaries over the centuries. 
 
This afternoon explore the old town of Hoi An; this beautifully preserved historic city was 
declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO and is best seen on foot.  During our 
walking tour, visit the Japanese Covered Bridge Pagoda.  The first bridge was 
constructed in 1593 by the Japanese community of Hoi An to link the town with the 
Chinese across the stream.  The Tran Family Chapel and Phuoc Kien Assembly Hall 
reflect the influence of Chinese and Japanese styles.  Hoi An is also known for their silk 
lanterns and we will have the opportunity to visit a lantern-making workshop.  
                                                                 The Nam Hai 
       

Wed, Nov. 03   Hoi An & My Son, Vietnam  
 
This morning visit the capital and religious centre of 
the former Champa Kingdom, My Son. Here, 25 miles 
southwest of Hoi An, in a lush green valley, are 
dozens of red brick towers and sanctuaries dating from 
between the 7th and 13th centuries. On the way back 
to Hoi An stop to visit Tra Kieu, formerly known as 
Simhapura or the Lion Citadel, the capital of Champa 
between the 4th and 8th centuries. Return to Hoi An in 
time for lunch. 
 

The ancient town of Hoi An has its own cuisine flavor characteristics and later today we 
are invited to join one of Hoi Anôs top chefs to learn the secrets of Vietnamese cuisine.  
Travel by boat to local markets to gather the ingredients, and then return to Brothers 
Cafe Restaurant for a cooking demonstration class followed by dinner.  
                                                                                                                       The Nam Hai 
  
Thu, Nov. 04   Kota Kinabalu, Borneo, Malaysia 

 
This morning we fly by Private Jet to the island of Borneo. Arrive in Kota Kinabalu, 
capital of the state of Sabah on the Malaysian side.   Urban allure meets rural charm as 
we set off to discover Sabah, starting with a scenic drive through the city, formerly 
known as "Singgahmata" or "the Place where the Eye Lingers".   Weôll see the highlights 
of the city center, such as the ñFloatingò Mosque, Puh Toh Tze Chinese Temple, and the 
Sabah Museum & Heritage Village that reveals the historical and cultural aspects of the 
indigenous people in Sabah.  
 
Check in to our beachside resort this afternoon.  Before dinner this evening, enjoy a 
sunset cocktail cruise along the beautiful coast fronting our hotel.  
                                                                                             Shangri-La Rasa Ria Resort 
 



 
 
 
 
Fri, Nov. 05   Kota Kinabalu, Borneo, Malaysia 
 
With an engaging range of outdoor activities, including a 
Nature Reserve, Orangutan education centre and an 
ecologically friendly championship golf course, our resort 
offers the best of Sabah in a lush, 400-acre tropical 
setting beside the exquisite Pantai Dalit Beach.  The 
highlight of our day is a visit to the Orangutan 
rehabilitation center, which aims to reintroduce the wild 
and endangered orangutan to its natural environ. 
 
This evening at a beachside dinner party we are treated 
to a colorful performance of Malaysian dances. 
                                           Shangri-La Rasa Ria Resort 
 
 
Sat, Nov. 06   Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei & Chiang Mai, Thailand 
 
Board our Private Jet this morning for a short flight to Brunei, a sultanate with the third 
highest per capita income in the world.   The largest racial group is Malay, although 
there is a large Chinese population and also the indigenous Iban population.  Brunei is 
ruled by an absolute monarch, Sultan Muda Hasanal Bolkiah Muizzaddin Waddaulah.  
Drive by the Omar Ali Mosque and visit the Jame Mosque, the largest mosque in Brunei 
with 29 gold domes.  Take a boat ride to the Water village Cultural Center and visit the 
Royal Regalia, home to a collection of royal regalia, including the royal chariot, gold and 
silver ceremonial armory, the jewel encrusted crowns used during the coronation and a 
replica of the throne, which is used by the Sultan on state occasions.  After lunch at a 
local restaurant, re-board our jet and continue our flight to Northern Thailand. 
 
Arrive in Chiang Mai, the largest and most culturally significant city in Northern Thailand. 
Transfer to our hotel where you can surround yourself with the rich heritage of the Lanna 
Kingdom.  Spread over 60 acres of natural landscape, our hotel offers a self contained 
world of beauty, incorporating serene working rice paddy fields and exotic plantations.  
                                                                                        Mandarin Oriental Dhara Dhevi 
 
Sun, Nov. 07   Chiang Mai, Northern Thailand 

 
On our tour of the city, weôll see some of its temples, the 
ancient city walls and gates and browse the local markets.  
Explore one of the most sacred temples in this area, including 
Doi Suthep Temple (AD 1384), the most sacred temple in 
Northern Thailand. Climb the Naga staircase to visit the 
exquisite golden pagoda with 6 kg of pure gold at its peak. The 
sound of temple bells fills the air and the view overlooking the 
city makes an irresistible photo opportunity.    

This evening see the center of Chiang Mai come alive with its 
massive Night Bazaar. 
                                              Mandarin Oriental Dhara Dhevi                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



Mon, Nov. 08   Chiang Mai ï Elephant Camp,  Northern Thailand 
 

This morning drive northwest of Chiang Mai through the 
picturesque Maesa valley to the Maesa Elephant Camp, 
set in a beautiful, serene wooded area. One of the 
highlights of your visit is to watch the elephants taking 
their morning bath in the running streams before starting 
their days training and work. Along with their trainers the 
elephants will demonstrate a number of skills for you, 
and you may feed them bananas or sugarcane, their 

favorite treats.   Finish your visit with an elephant ride into the surrounding woods ï a 
real adventure and wonderful experience.   

 
Continue on to the Orchid Nursery and learn 
about the cultivation of these beautiful plants.  
After lunch at a local restaurant, return to the 
hotel for a leisure afternoon.   
 
This evening enjoy a private dinner party and 
observe the graceful art of Thai dancing. 
             Mandarin Oriental Dhara Dhevi 
 
 
 
Tue, Nov. 09  Mae Hong Son, Northern Thailand & Luang Prabang, Laos 
 

This morning fly by Private Jet to nearby Mae Hong Son, where we will 
board a private long-tailed boat for a ride along the Pai River.  After 
lunch at a local restaurant, visit Baan Nai Soi to meet the unusual and 
exotic Long-Neck Karen Hill tribe, where the women wear many brass 
rings around their elongated necks.  Also visit Wat Phra Thad Doi 
Kong Moo, a hilltop temple offering a panoramic view of the beautiful 
surrounding mountains and valleys before re-boarding our Private Jet, 
bound for Laos. 
 

Arrive in Luang Prabang, the former royal capital of Laos, late this afternoon and transfer 
to our hotel, where luxurious accommodations await.                           Amantaka Resort 
 
Wed, Nov. 10           Luang Prabang, Laos 
 
Set between the Nam Khan and Mekong Rivers, Luang Prabang is enchanting.  In 1995, 
the entire town was declared a UNESCO World Heritage site.  Start exploring the area 
with a visit to Wat Visoun.  The oldest living temple in Luang Prabang, it dates back to 
1513 and contains a collection of antique wooden Buddhas.  Visit several temples, 
including the exquisite Wat Xieng Thong with its many mosaic and gold-stenciled 
murals.  Continue to the National Museum which combines traditional Lao and French 
beaux-arts motifs. 
 
This evening attend the Royal Ballet Theater at the Royal Palace for a performance of 
five traditional ballets, each a different episode of Ramayana.              Amantaka Resort 
 



Thu, Nov. 11   Luang Prabang, Laos 
 
Todayôs boat excursion takes you to the Tham Pak Ou Caves.  Traveling down the 
Mekong River, discover these extraordinary caves filled with images of Buddha from 
every style and material imaginable.  Stop at a local village famous for its production of 
the local rice wine whisky, lao lao. 
  
In the evening, attend a traditional Baci ceremony. The Baci ceremony pre-dates the 
arrival of Buddhism in Laos (8th century) and is considered the most respectful form of 
welcome. During the ceremony, selected individuals tie strings around their wrist 
believing the strings will protect the wearer. It is suggested the strings must not be 
removed for at least three days. The ceremony is highlighted by the accompaniment of 
music and traditional dance.                                                                  Amantaka Resort 
 

Fri, Nov. 12   Shanghai, China 
 
Our final flight by Private Jet brings us to Shanghai, Peopleôs Republic of China. Upon 
arrival transfer by the Maglev Train (the fastest train in the world) to our hotel. 
 
In the evening enjoy VIP seating at the world-renowned Shanghai Acrobats show. 
                                                                                                   The Peninsula Shanghai                  
 
Sat, Nov. 13   Shanghai, China 

 
Our tour of Shanghaiôs highlights begins with a 
visit to the Shanghai Museum of Art, containing 
one of the finest art collections in China.  Stroll 
along the tree-lined waterfront boulevard known 
as The Bund; one of the best known streets in 
Asia, and observe the water traffic on the 
Huangpo River.  After lunch, continue to the 
Jade Buddha Temple, famous for the rare white 
Burmese Jade Buddha and the well-known Yu 
Garden of classical style located south of the 
Yangtze.   

 
This evening enjoy a special farewell cocktail and dinner party to recount the many 
memories of the past several days.                                          The Peninsula Shanghai 
 
Sun, Nov. 14   Your Journey Ends 
 
Bid farewell to your traveling companions today as you transfer to the airport in 
Shanghai for your independent flight home or on to your next destination.  

 

 
POST-TOUR CHINA EXTENSION: 
 
If you would like to add post-tour nights in Shanghai or extend your trip with a post- tour 
to other cities in China, such as Beijing, Xian or Hong Kong, please ask us for details.  
 
 
 



ACCOMMODATIONS 

 
 
 
HOTEL SHILLA, Seoul 
Executive Floor Deluxe rooms 

The Shilla Seoul is recognized for its legendary service 
and time-honored hospitality, and it has been the 
preferred lodging for royalty, heads of state, dignitaries, 
celebrities, leaders and decision makers. The Shilla 
Seoul graciously combines authentic charm with 
modern, world-class luxury and state-of-the-art 
communications technology. Acknowledging its 
excellence, The Shilla Seoul has been the recipient of 
numerous accolades and awards, including Conde Nast 
Travelerôs Annual Gold List, Zagatôs World Best  
100 Hotels, Travel + Leisureôs 500 Worldôs Best List and 
Institutional Investorôs World Best Hotels. 

 http://www.shilla.net/en/ 

 
THE NAM HAI, Hoi An               
One Bedroom Villas 

Resting on a tranquil 85 acres of landscaped tropical 
gardens overlooking the South China Sea, The Nam 
Hai reflects the true spirit of Indochina, providing a 
cultural experience.  Spacious with understated 
Vietnamese charm, the harmony between architecture 
and nature is evident.  Set amidst lush landscaping 
and unobstructed ocean views, all luxurious villas 
enjoy a private garden and views of the South China 
Sea.  Signature features of The Nam Hai include two 
gourmet restaurants a tropical spa, three beach front 
swimming pools and an 18-hole golf course.  

 www.thenamhai.com 

 
SHANGRI-LA RASA RIA, Kota Kinabalu 
Ocean Wing Premier rooms 

Shangri-La's Rasa Ria Resort is set on Pantai 
Dalit Beach, surrounded by 400 acres of lush 
tropical vegetation, including a unique nature 
reserve. Here you'll meet Sabah's icon, the 
fascinating orangutan, as well as a remarkable 
array of indigenous flora and fauna.  Shangri-La's 
Rasa Ria Resort provides numerous options for 
relaxation such as the magnificent Spa at Dalit 
Bay, a wide range of water sports, Rasa Ria's own 
catamarans for cruises and deep sea fishing, a 
challenging 18-hole championship golf course, 
tennis, horse riding, and fitness centre. 
 
 

www.shangri-la.com/en/property/kotakinabalu/rasariaresort/details 
 

 
 

http://www.shilla.net/en/
http://www.thenamhai.com/
http://www.shangri-la.com/en/property/kotakinabalu/rasariaresort/details


MANDARIN ORIENTAL DHARA DHEVI, Chiang Mai       
Deluxe Villas / Colonial Suites 

Spread over 60 acres of natural landscape, Mandarin 
Oriental Dhara Dhevi offers a self contained world of 
beauty, incorporating serene rice paddy fields and 
exotic plantations.  Deluxe Villas are two storeys with a 
downstairs living area with views of paddy fields and 
tropical gardens, an upstairs bedroom and generously 
proportioned bathroom.  Luxuriously appointed Colonial 
Suites feature a living room leading out onto a terrace 
overlooking the landscaped gardens. 
www.mandarinoriental.com/chiangmai 

 
 

 
AMANTAKA RESORT, Luang Prabang               
Suites 

Located just south of Phousi Mountain, Amantaka 
rests on a peninsula framed by the mighty Mekong and 
Khan Rivers. Housed in graceful French colonial 
buildings, Amantaka is a perfect retreat within walking 
distance of Luang Prabangôs 32 elegant temples, 
former Royal Palace, and the townôs fabled night 
market. The property is surrounded by lush 
countryside, spectacular waterfalls, sheer amber-
colored cliffs and ancient cave complexes.  Amantaka 
offers 24 suites with spacious interior and exterior. 
Suites are entered through louvered doors from the 
courtyard and lead to light and airy living areas.  The 
living room and bedroom open onto an outdoor area 
with lounge, shaded by mango trees.  

 www.amanresorts.com/amantaka/home.aspx 

 
THE PENINSULA, Shanghai 
Grand Deluxe River rooms 

Built in the style of a noble residence of 
the 1920s and 30s, The Peninsula 
Shanghai harks back to Shanghaiôs 
heyday, when the city was ñthe Paris of 
the Eastò.  A blend of Art Deco features 
with subtle Chinese influences has been 
faithfully recreated in the superbly 
appointed guestrooms ï among the 
largest in the city. The first new building 
on the Bund in over 60 years and 
occupying a prime site on the Huangpu 
River beside the former British Consulate 
Gardens and the Suzhou Creek, The 

Peninsula Shanghai offers spectacular views of the Pudong skyline, river and historic Bund.       
http://www.peninsula.com/Shanghai/en/default.aspx 
 


