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EASTERN TURKEY
In the Shadows of Ancient Civilizations

Day 1 DEPART for ISTANBUL, TURKEY

Depart from your hometown today to begin your adventure in Turkey.

Day 2 ARRIVE ISTANBUL

After clearing Immigration and Customs at Istanbul Airport, you will be met and
transferred to your hotel.

This evening, meet your Lakani Tour Manager and fellow travelers at a welcome dinner
party and learn about the adventures to come.
POLAT RENAISSANCE HOTEL

Day 3 ISTANBUL/ ADANA/ANTAKYA

Transfer to the airport this morning for your flight to Adana.

Upon arrival in Adana, drive to Tarsus to visit St. Paul's Church, which is a very old
church dedicated to its namesake. The church has a painted ceiling of classical early
Christian scenes. After lunch continue to Antakya for overnight.

OTTOMAN PALACE
Day 4 ANTAKYA

Depart after breakfast via deluxe motor coach and travel south to
Antakya, formerly known as Antioch on the Orontes. Founded at
the end of the fourth century BCE by Seleucia 1 Nicator, a general
to Alexander the Great, the city sits on the banks of the Orontes
River in a valley surrounded by mountains. Its geographical
location contributed to the merging of Hellenistic and Oriental
worlds and its residents, called Antiochenese, enjoyed prosperity
and a mild Mediterranean climate. It was here that the term
Christianity was coined and it became the chief center of early
Christianity.




Day 04 Continued

You will visit the Antakya Archaeological Museum
which has an impressive collection of Roman
mosaics, including many that were found nearby
in Antioch, Daphne and Seleucia Pieria. Then
tour the Church of St. Peter, the cave carved into
the mountainside that was used by the first
Christians in the Antakya region.

Nearby is the beautiful town of Daphne, named
after the mythological nymph who was turned into
a tree with the lead-tipped arrows of Eros. In
Roman times it was a popular retreat for the rich S
and powerful and gained a notorious reputation. The naturally beautiful gorge with lush
vegetation and waterfalls is all that remains today.

Visit the ancient port city of Seleucia Pieria, where you will learn of its history and
discover the rock tombs and the Tunnel of Titus.

OTTOMAN PALACE

Day 5 ANTAKYA/SANLIURFA

Enjoy an early breakfast before dnvmg to the historical city of Sanliurfa. Commonly

i called Urfa, the city was once known as
Edessa and dates back over 3500 years to
Hittite times. It is said that Abraham
stopped here on his way to the land of
Canaan. It was certainly an important
stage on the route from the Mediterranean
to Upper Mesopotamia and many have left
their mark as they marched through 1
including the Babylonians, Egyptians,
Alexander the Great, Greeks, Romans and
the 11™-Century Seljuk Turks.

You will visit the Halil Rahman Mosque and
have an opportunity to wander through the
bazaar while in Urfa.

DEDEMAN SANLIURFA HOTEL




Day 6 SANLIURFA/ADIYAMAN

Depart Urfa this mornlng and drive about an hour to the ancient city of Harran. It is
: — referred to in the Bible as the place in which Abraham
lived before he reached Canaan. Harran is an
important archaeological site and among the ruins
you will see are the 8" century Great Mosque, the
Citadel and the city walls.

Continue on to the modern Ataturk Dam, which is
|l i sted as the worl dodés | a
completed in 1990 in a world record time of roughly
50 months.

Arrive in Adiyaman, capital of the Adiyaman Province,
and settle into your hotel for the night.

KAHTA ZEUS HOTEL

Day 7 ADIYAMAN/DIYARBAKIR

Early mornmg departure for a sunrise view from Mt. Nemrut, the site of a tomb-sanctuary
with colossal statues. In 62 BCE, King Antiochus | of
Commagene built the temple dedicated to himself, the Greco-
Persian gods and to his Persian ancestors. The statues were
once seated with names of each god inscribed on them. The
heads of statues are now scattered throughout the area and
evidence suggests that they were deliberately damaged at
some point in history. In 1987, Mt. Nemrut was made a
~ World heritage site by UNESCO.

This afternoon you continue east to Diyarbakir, situated on
_: the banks of the River Tigris. Arrive in time for dinner and
. overnight.

DIYARBAKIR DEDEMAN HOTEL

T

Day 8 DIYARBAKIR/MARDIN

Discover the highlights of the city on this
mor ningos tour of Dlyarbua
year history, the city was dominated by /&
civilizations of Urartu, Assyria, Persia,
Alexander the Great and Seleucids. The black
basalt walls encircling Diyarbakir are perfect
examples of the military architecture of the
Middles Ages and they are the second largest
and best preserved following the Great Wall of
China. See the old city gates, the Grand
Mosque and the Church of St. Mary.
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Day 8 Continued

After lunch, journey by motor coach to Mardin, located on a rocky mountain overlooking
the plains of northern Syria. Settle in your hotel where you will be for the next two
nights.

MARDIN ERDOBA EVLERI HOTEL
Day 9 MARDIN

Enjoy a tour of the 1500 year-old Monastery of Deyr
ul Zaferan, so named because of the many saffron
flowers that surround it. It is located on a small hill
#8 just outside of Mardin and it still used today as a

s temple and school. Discover its interesting history
and wander around the complex. Explore the Virgin
Mary Church with its impressive mosaics and three
17" century wooden handmade doors.

Today you will also visit the ruins of Dara in nearby
Oguz before returning to see more highlights of Mardin, including the Kasimiye
Madrasah and the market.

MARDIN ERDOBA EVLERI HOTEL

Day 10 MARDIN/HASANKEYF/VAN

Leave early this morning for your drive to Van, a 7000 year-old city located on the
eastern shore of Lake Van. The journey will take all day, but will include stops along the
way to see some important sights. The historic stone arch Malabadi Bridge near the
town of Silvan was built between 1146 and 1147 and for centuries it was the only bridge
across the Batman River, a tributary of the Tigris. The bridge was restored in the early
20"century and was in continuous use unt.i
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Your next visit will be to the ancient
city of Hasankeyf. You will surely
stand in awe in this archaeological
treasure which may be one of the
oldest continuously inhabited
settlements in the world, spanning
about 10,000 years. In the open-air
museum of Hasankeyf and the
surrounding limestone cliffs there are
thousands of man-made caves and
300 medieval monuments. Learn
how the construction of the massive
hydroelectric llisu Dam threatens to
flood the area, leaving the
archaeological goldmine under water when it is completed in a few years.

Arrive Van in time for dinner.
MERIT SAHMARAN HOTEL



Day 11 VAN

Van was the capital of the Kingdom of Urartu in the 9™ century BCE. It is believed that
the early settlements were centered on the
steep-sided bluff now known as Van Castle,
where Urartian inscriptions have been found
from the 8" and 7™ centuries BCE.

Enjoy a boat ride on beautiful Lake Van to
Akdamar Island where you will visit the 10™
century Armenian Church of the Holy Cross.
In the afternoon you have the opportunity to
visit one of the largest carpet stores in the
area and see a fine collection of Turkish,
Armenian, Kurdish and Iranian rugs. Later,
climb to Van Castle for a fabulous sunset
view. MERIT SAHMARAN HOTEL

Day 12 VAN

Drive to the Urartian center of Cavustepe, composed of two citadels on a hill. The main
gate stands at the point of the junction
between the lower and upper citadel. It was
buil] in the 8" century B.C.E. and was once
the home of the kings of Urartu. Then visit
the impressive 17" century Hosap Castle
which sits atop a rocky outcropping.

In the afternoon you can browse the museum
in Van where you will see some impressive
Urartian jewelry, inscriptions, cylindrical seals
and bronze belts. Return to the hotel for rest
and relaxation or continue exploring the city
of Van independently.

MERIT SAHMARAN HOTEL

Day 13 VAN/KARS

This morning depart V
a f ul | jourdey yindyour deluxe motor
coach, with plenty of stops en route. Drive to
Dogubeyazit and see the spectacular 17,000
ft. volcanic mountain, Mt. Ararat, where the
searchfor Noahdés Ar k stThénl #
continue on to Ishak Pasa Palace, built on a
hill at the side of nearby mountain.
Construction began in 1685 for the Ottoman
governor of the province and was completed
in 1784. It is a splendid example of 17"-18"
century Ottoman architecture and is one of
the most beautiful palaces in Turkey.

Arrive in Kars this evening. SIMER HOTEL




