
 

 

 

 

MONGOLIA & GOBI DESERT  
Naadam Festival, a cultural journey in the land of Genghis Khan 

 

 
Friday, July 2    DEPART for BEIJING, CHINA 

Depart from your hometown today to begin your adventure to Mongolia.  

 
 
Saturday, July 3   ARRIVE BEIJING 

After clearing Immigration and Customs at Beijing International Airport you will be met 
and transferred to your luxury accommodations at the Peninsula Hotel. Meet your tour 
manager and fellow travelers this evening.          

                                PENINSULA HOTEL 

 
Sunday, July 4   BEIJING/ULAAN BAATAR 

After breakfast, depart for the airport for your flight to Ulaan 
Baatar, capital of Mongolia.  The city lies on in the north central 
part of the country in a valley on the Tuul River.  It was founded in 
the 17th century as a nomadic Buddhist monastic center, but in 
the last century the city grew into a major manufacturing center.  
Upon arrival you will transfer to your hotel and have a few hours 
to rest up for the adventures ahead.   

Later in the day, take an evening drive around UIaan Baatar city and visit the War 
Memorial at Zaisan.   

ULAAN BAATAR HOTEL 

 

 

Monday, July 5   ULAAN BAATAR 

Tour the highlights of the city today, including a visit to Gandantegchinlen Monastery.  
Gandan is the largest and most significant 
monastery in Mongolia and one of Ulaan Baatarôs 
most interesting sights.  Built in the mid-19th 
century, it is the only monastery where Buddhist 
services continued during the communist years. 
Temples are flocked by visitors during religious 
services.  Tour the Megjid Janraisig Temple, the 
most important part of the monastery. The temple 
was built in 1911-12 to celebrate the end of the 
Manchu domination in Mongolia and reportedly 
healed the Bogd Gegeen Khan from blindness.  It 



was dismantled by Russian troops in 1938 and then rebuilt in 1996 using donations from 
the Mongolian people.  It features 2,286 precious stones and is gilded with gold leaf.  

 

Visit the newly renovated Museum of National History of Mongolia.  It has an impressive 
display of the history of Mongolia, beginning with the Stone Age up through 
contemporary society.  This evening, enjoy a folklore concert with throat singing.   

                                ULAAN BAATAR HOTEL 

 

 
Tuesday, July 6   GOBI DESERT/FLAMING CLIFFS 

Depart Ulaan Baatar this morning and fly to the famous and exotic Gobi Desert.  Known 
to be one of the harshest environments on earth, with extreme temperature and 
seasonal changes, the Gobi is surprisingly full of wildlife such as gazelles, hulan 

(Mongolian wild ass), wild camels, antelopes, argali sheep (largest on the planet), wild 
goats and the endangered Gobi bear ï Mazaalai.   The 
majority of Mongoliaôs population of Bactrian camels 
live in this area and you will have an opportunity to ride 
one while visiting the Gobi Desert.  Drive to Bayan 
Zag, the Flaming 
Cliffs, to explore the 
Gobi ñCemetery of 
Dinosaursò and the 
trail of American 

paleontologist, Roy Chapman Andrews. The area is 
most famous for the first-known discovery of dinosaur 
eggs.  Petrified forests and remains of mammals, 
including the largest known mammal in the world, 
hornless rhinoceros, are also found here.  Take a 
leisurely hike at the Moltsog sand dunes before 
continuing to the Three Camel Lodge Ger Camp, 
arriving in time for dinner. Your accommodations in the 
Gobi will be in a traditional Mongolian Ger, a handmade felt tent.  Each tent is heated by 
a wood stove and includes private facilities and luxury amenities for your comfort.   

                           THREE CAMEL LODGE GER CAMP 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, July 7   YOL VALLEY 

Todayôs excursion takes you to the Yol National Park for a morning trek and photo 
opportunities.  Marvel at the stunning landscape 
of the ñGobi Glacierò and its intriguing wildlife.  
The Yol Valley, also called Lammergeyer Valley 
after the vultures that fly over it, is the narrow 
canyon of river that flows through Zuun Saikhan 
Mountain.  Its gorge has sheer rock walls that 
provide the backdrop for many waterfalls in the 
rainy season. Only two people can pass through 
the narrowest part of the canyon at the same 
time and 
you will see 

only a blue line of sky.  At the entrance to the 
protected zone is a small museum with information 
on the petrified trees, fauna and flora of the Gobi. 

Visit a camel breeder camp and take a camel ride 
later today.    

                            THREE CAMEL LODGE GER CAMP 

Thursday, July 8   ULAAN BAATAR 

After breakfast, transfer to the airport for 
your flight to Ulaan Baatar.  Enroute to 
the hotel, visit Bogdo Khaan Winter 
Palace Museum.  Built between 1893 
and 1903, the palace was home to the 
last Mongolian King and contains 
Buddhist artworks and a private 
collection of gifts from rulers and kings 
from all over the world.  The artworks on 
display here were made by prominent 
Mongolian, Tibetan and Chinese master-sculptors of the 18th and 19th centuries.  The 
afternoon is free for personal pursuits.    

                                ULAAN BAATAR HOTEL  

Friday, July 9    TERELJ NATIONAL PARK 

Drive to Terelj, one of the most popular destinations in 
Mongolia.  Situated 84 km 
northeast of Ulaan Baatar in the 
Khan Khentii Protected Area, three 
major rivers have their source 
here. It is a nature sanctuary with 
over 1500 species of plants and over 50 species of mammals 
and hundreds of different kinds of birds.  Terelj is famous for its 
unique granite rock formations and pristine alpine scenery.  Enjoy 

a visit to Turtle Rock and a visit with the local residents.  There will be opportunities for 
horse back riding. Spend the night at the ger camp in the park.     

                                GURU GER CAMP  



 

Saturday, July 10   ULAAN BAATAR 

Todayôs exciting excursion takes you to Genghis Khanôs 13th Century Theme Park to  
experience the lifestyle, customs, tradition and military activities of Mongols during the 
time of Genghis Khan.  Learn about their state affairs, livestock breeding, cooking, 
clothing, etc.  Continue on to Ulaan Baatar, arriving in time for dinner.    

                               ULAAN BAATAR HOTEL  

 

Sunday ï Monday, July 11 - 12 NAADAM FESTIVAL 

Spend two days at Mongoliaôs Naadam Festival.  The annual summer celebration 
originated many centuries ago as a test of courage, strength, and horsemanship ï 
important characteristics for nomadic people and warriors.  The nationwide festival 
attracts herdsmen from all over the country to participate in horse races and wrestling 
and archery competitions. 

Mongolian wrestling is an exciting spectacle and 
these competitions sometimes involve over a 
thousand contestants.  There are no weight classes 
and 16 contests are held simultaneously, so the 
competition progresses quickly. Before each match, 
the wrestlers perform an eagle dance to limber up 
and display their fine physiques.  Mongols honor 
their wrestling champions and give them high titles.    

 

Horse racing is the most favorite sport of 
the Mongols.  The herdsmen bring their 
best horses from great distances to 
participate in the Naadam Festival.  The 
races, which take place on the steppe 
over a distance of 9-20 miles, are the test 
of endurance for the horses and their 
riders, some as young as six years old.  
Mareôs milk is poured over the heads of 
the winning horses and they are also honored with songs.  

 

 



 

Archery competitions have been a tradition 
since the 3rd century B.C. when they were 
intended to sharpen military skills.  
Contestants use bows fashioned from sinew, 
wood, deer horn and bamboo that are strung 
together with deer tendon.  Following an 
ancient custom, several men stand on either 
side of the target singing a folk song before 

each contestant shoots and then they 
show the results using certain hand 
signals. 

Enjoy the Opening Ceremony and many 
contests throughout these two exciting 
days.  Attend a Naadam Gala dinner 
and concert. 

                      ULAAN BAATAR HOTEL  

 

Tuesday, July 13   BEIJING 

Bid farewell to Mongolia and your new found friends as you transfer to the airport for 
your flight to Beijing.  If time permits, you may stop by a couple of Olympic venues, such 
as Birdôs Nest and Fish Bowl, en route to the hotel.   This evening enjoy a festive 
farewell party with your traveling companions and tour manager.   

                        PENINSULA HOTEL BEIJING  

 

Wednesday, July 14   HOMEWARD BOUND 

Transfer to the airport for your flight home or to your next destination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


