
       
   
 
 
 

  

                                               FLAVORS OF INDOCHINA          

                               
 

Day 1    DEPART for HANOI, VIETNAM 

Depart from your hometown today to begin your exotic journey into Indochina.  

 

Day 2    ARRIVE HANOI  

Arrive at Hanoi‟s Noi Bai International Airport.  After clearing Immigration and Customs, our local 
representative will be on hand to welcome you and transfer you to your accommodations located in 
the center of the city.         
                                                                          
After check-in, you will have time to freshen up prior to the welcome dinner party. 
                                                                                                                    SOFITEL METROPOLE 

                                                                                                          

Day 3    HANOI  

Your introduction to Hanoi will show you modern-day aspects of this capital city as well as touch on 
the charm and history from centuries past.  Travel down tree-lined boulevards and narrow lanes, 
pass by lakes, parks and monuments, and discover traditional shops and houses. 
 
Visit the Temple of Literature, one of the best surviving examples of 
traditional Vietnamese architecture.  Founded in 1070 and dedicated to 
Confucius, this was also the site of Vietnam‟s first university. 
 
At Ho Chi Minh‟s Memorial Complex, view Ho Chi Minh‟s stilt house 
through the windows.  This is where Ho Chi Minh lived from 1948 until his 
final days, and it has been preserved in the same condition as during his 
life. 

January and February tours: the mausoleum is open to view Ho Chi 
Minh‟s embalmed body. 
  

Drive by colonial landmarks such as the Opera House and 
St. Joseph‟s Cathedral, and continue to Hoan Kiem Lake 
located in the heart of the city.  From here, begin exploring 
the Old Quarter via cyclo.  This fascinating network of alleys 
and shop houses is also known as „The 36 Streets‟, each 
street being named for the specific merchandise sold there.  
This area is a handicraft paradise and a fascinating place to 
observe daily life.   In the afternoon visit one of Hanoi‟s 
famous museums, giving you further insight into this region 
comprised of 54 different ethnic groups.   

This evening, take in a water puppet show, a fantastic art form originating in northern Vietnam. 
                    SOFITEL METROPOLE 
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Day 4    HANOI ï HUE   

Fly to Hue this morning, the former capital of Vietnam for more than 140 years.  Upon arrival, drive 
to the heart of the city to visit the Old Imperial City.  
Modeled after Beijing‟s Forbidden City, it was originally built 
in the early 19th century and stretched for 10 kilometers.  
Today most of its buildings have been destroyed from 
bombs during the Vietnam-American War, but the remaining 
monuments provide an interesting glimpse into the court life 
of the Nguyen Dynasty. 
 
Continue to the Museum of Fine Arts and visit the colorful 
Dong Ba Market.              
                                            LA RESIDENCE HOTEL & SPA 

 
 
Day 5    HUE ï HOI AN 

Begin the day visiting Tay Thoung Village, known for making conical hats and incense.  Then enjoy 
a leisurely boat ride down the Perfume River stopping to visit Thien Mu Pagoda, a seven-tiered 
octagonal tower and Hue‟s most recognizable landmark.  Continue down the river into the 
countryside, arriving at the Tomb of Emperor Minh Mang, a majestic complex of courtyards, 
pavilions and temples. 
 
Drive overland to arrive in Hoi An, a picturesque riverside town located south of Danang.  It was 
one of Southeast Asia‟s major international ports during the 17th, 18th, and 19th centuries.  
                                                                                      NAM HAI HOTEL 

 
 
Day 6    HOI AN & DANANG 

Drive to Danang this morning to visit the Marble Mountains.  These five hillocks, made out of 
marble, were once islands and are said to represent the five elements of the universe.  The largest 
and most famous of these, Thuy Son, has a number of natural caves used by Buddhists over the 
centuries to build sanctuaries.  These same caves were used as Hindu shrines during the reign of 
the Champas. 
 
Return to Hoi An for a walking tour of this beautifully preserved historic city.  The first bridge was 
constructed in 1593 by the Japanese community of Hoi An to link the town with the Chinese across 
the stream.  Other buildings here reflect the influence of Chinese and Japanese styles. 
 
Later today visit a lantern-making workshop, and enjoy a cooking class at Brother‟s Café. 
                                 NAM HAI HOTEL  
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Day 7    HOI AN ï DANANG ï HO CHI MINH CITY 
  
Transfer this morning to Danang Airport, and fly to Ho Chi Minh City (Saigon). 
 
Ho Chi Minh City‟s modern center is in sharp contrast with the traditional area known as Cholon 
(Chinatown).  Fascinating and densely-packed, Cholon is constantly teeming with activity from its 
Chinese Medicine Market to Binh Tay Market, the wholesale market selling every type of goods 
from dried foods to clothing to electronics.  Visit the Cantonese Thien Hau Pagoda, dedicated to 
the heavenly princess.  
 
This evening, enjoy a Bonsai River dinner cruise with a dance performance in Saigon. 
                                                                                                                                    PARK HYATT 
 
 

Day 8    HO CHI MINH CITY 

Today is dedicated to recent history, both ours and the Vietnamese.  Learn first-hand about the Cu 
Chi Tunnels, an important underground network used by the Vietcong during the Vietnam-
American War to carry out operations.  These tunnels were never discovered by American forces. 
 
Visit the Reunification Palace, formerly the Independence Palace of the South Vietnamese 
president.  On April 30,1975, it was stormed by tanks signifying the fall of South Vietnam.  It has 
been preserved, complete with the original tanks on display near the entrance gates.  Continue to 
the War Remants Museum which extensively documents the 
travails of the Vietnam-American War.  This visit will indeed be 
a powerful, if not emotional, experience. 
 
In the historic center of town, visit the Emperor of Jade Pagoda 
and the neo-Romanesque Notre Dame Cathedral.  Pass by 
classic European-style landmarks including the Hotel de Ville 
(City Hall) and Opera House.  Arrive at Ben Thanh Market, 
where a vast array of goods and handicrafts are displayed.   

                                                                             PARK HYATT  

 
 
Day 9    HO CHI MINH CITY 

Travel outside the city today to the rich agricultural region of the Mekong Delta.  In the bustling 
town of My Tho, visit the Vinh Trang Pagoda, a temple and sanctuary for orphans and other needy 
children.  Board a local boat to explore the Mekong River Islands.  Visit a fruit orchard and enjoy 
tea while listening to local music.  Also experience a sampan ride through the tiny waterways. 
            PARK HYATT 
   
                                

Day 10    HO CHI MINH CITY ï SIEM REAP, CAMBODIA 

This morning fly to Siem Reap, and proceed to Angkor to discover the magnificent temples.  Watch 
the sun set over the Cambodian countryside from the upper terraces of an ancient wat (temple).    

In the evening, dinner is accompanied by local entertainment.             GRAND HOTEL DôANGKOR                    
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Day 11    SIEM REAP 

Angkor Wat, the jewel of Khmer architecture, is also the 
national symbol of Cambodia and the highlight of any visit to 
this country.  Begin the day by visiting this temple, the best 
preserved and most significant for its religious content.  Along 
the outer walls run the longest continuous bas-relief in the 
world which narrates stories from Hindu mythology.  
 
Nearby is the fortified city of Angkor Thom.  Many of Angkor‟s 
most popular sights are located within this area‟s 10 square 
kilometers.  Visit the mysterious Bayon Temple and its central 
sanctuary where giant stone faces smile at you from every 

angle.  Also visit Ta Prohm, much of which is still covered in its natural jungle setting.      
                                                                                                            GRAND HOTEL DôANGKOR                    

 
 
Day 12    SIEM REAP ï LUANG PRABANG, LAOS 

Depart Cambodia today, flying to the former royal capital of Laos, Luang Prabang. 

Luxurious accommodations await you, and the remainder of the day is at leisure to enjoy them. 
                                                                                                             AMANTAKA RESORT  

 
 
Day 13    LUANG PRABANG 

Set between the Nam Khan and Mekong Rivers, Luang Prabang is enchanting.  In 1995, the entire 
town was declared a UNESCO World Heritage site.  Start exploring the area with a visit to Wat 
Visoun.  The oldest living temple in Luang Prabang, it dates back to 1513 and contains a collection 
of antique wooden Buddhas.   
 
Visit several temples, including the exquisite Wat Xieng 
Thong with its many mosaic and gold-stenciled murals.  
Continue to the National Museum (Royal Palace) which 
combines traditional Lao and French beaux-arts motifs.                                                                                                                                
                                                          AMANTAKA RESORT 

 
 
 

Day 14    LUANG PRABANG 

Today‟s boat excursion takes you to the Tham Pak Ou Caves.  Traveling down the Mekong River, 
discover these extraordinary caves filled with images of Buddha from every style and material 
imaginable.  Stop at a local village famous for its production of the local rice wine whisky, lao lao. 
  
In the evening, attend a traditional baci ceremony. Celebrating a special event, the ceremony 
differs from one area of the country to another, but its emphasis is on the value of life, social 
bonds, renewal and a homage to the soul and heavenly beings.              AMANTAKA RESORT 
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Day 15    LUANG PRABANG ï BANGKOK, THAILAND 

Fly to Bangkok this morning, and transfer to the loveliest of hotels, rich in history, along the Chao 
Phraya River. 
 
The day is at leisure in preparation of the journey home. 

                                                                                                                      MANDARIN ORIENTAL 
 
Day 16    FLIGHT HOME  

Transfer to the Airport to connect to your international departure flight. 

The journey draws to a close as you board your flight – greatly enriched and enlightened by the 
sights and experiences you have had in Indochina. 
 
 

 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

SOFITEL METROPOLE, Hanoi  
Rooms      

Located in the heart of downtown Hanoi since the turn of the last century the 
Hotel Metropole blends the hospitality of the Vietnamese with European luxury 
heritage. Having a long history of welcoming heads of state and playwrights this 
luxury hotel hosts many prestigious events and popular rendezvous.    Features 
include 364 rooms and suites, excellent French cuisine at Le Beaulieu, Hanoi 
specialties at Spices Garden, and Angelina‟s Italian Steakhouse, Hanoi‟s most 
“avengart garde” culinary address.  The Metropole Wing of the hotel remains 
true to historical grandeur, while the Opera Wing offers neoclassic elegance.  
The Ngoc Son Temple, One Pillar Pagoda, Temple of Literature along with the 
Hanoi Botanical Garden are yours to enjoy in the surrounding area of this ideally 
located hotel.   
www.Sofitel.com/gb/hotel-1555-sofitel-metropole-hanoi/index.shtml 
 

 

 
LA RESIDENCE HOTEL & SPA, Hue           
Rooms  

An enchanting boutique hotel nestled on the banks of the fabled 
Perfume River overlooking the former Imperial Citadel.  This 
former French governor‟s residence from the 1920s has been 
restored and converted into a distinctive art deco design 
reminiscent of colonial Indochina.  Discover a world where ancient 
tradition mingles with sophisticated style. Surrounded by a ring of 
nature, with river and citadel views La Residence Hotel and Spa 
by Accor has 122 elegantly appointed rooms and suites.  Its pool 
at river level gives the illusion of merging into the Perfume River, 
uniquely embracing total serene tranquilly.   
www.la-residence-hue.com 
 

http://www.sofitel.com/gb/hotel-1555-sofitel-metropole-hanoi/index.shtml
http://www.la-residence-hue.com/
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NAM HAI HOTEL, Hoi An               
Rooms 

Resting on a tranquil 85 acres of landscaped tropical gardens 
overlooking the South China Sea the Nam Hai Hotel reflects the 
true spirit of Indochina, providing a cultural experience.  Spacious 
with understated charm of Vietnamese, the harmony between 
architecture and nature is endured.  Set amidst lush landscaping 
and unobstructed ocean views all accommodations enjoy private 
garden and boast views of the South China Sea and the nearby 
Cham Islands.  Signature features of the Nam Hai include two 
gourmet restaurants a tropical spa, three beach front swimming 
pools and an 18-hole golf course.  www.thenamhai.com 
 

 
 
PARK HYATT, Ho Chi Minh City       
 Rooms       

Located in the heart of Ho Chi Minh City, on Lam Son Square 
overlooking the elegant Opera House.  The nine-storey Park 
Hyatt Saigon Hotel is within walking distance of Notre Dame 
Cathedral of Saigon, Ben Thanh Market, Reunification Palace, 
and the must see Post Office of Ho Chi Minh City among other 
cultural and historical sites.  A five star hotel in the true sense of 
the word, Park Hyatt Saigon is host to world class restaurant, 
Square One and Restaurant Opera, along with the exclusive 
Xuan Spa.  Colonial style rooms offer stunning city or pool views 
and feature marble-tiled bathroom with relaxing rain shower wet 
area.  www.saigon.park.hyatt.com 
 

    
 
 
 
GRAND HOTEL DôANGKOR, Siem Reap               
Landmark Rooms 

One of Asia‟s grand hotels, built in 1932 and thoughtfully restored 
with refined elegance and deep respect for culture, Raffles Grand 
Hotel d‟Angkor is the gateway to the temple complex of Angkor, 
and an elegant retreat from which to explore this ancient wonder.  
Enjoy soothing tunes reminiscent of ancient Cambodia by the 
inspired ancient royal bathing pool of Angkor.  Landmark Rooms 
are furnished with luxurious blend of Cambodian and art deco 
themes.  The rooms are decorated with memorabilia and artifacts 
reminiscent of the Golden Age of Travel.   
www.raffles.com/EN_RA/Property/RGA/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.thenamhai.com/
http://www.saigon.park.hyatt.com/
http://www.raffles.com/EN_RA/Property/RGA/
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AMANTAKA RESORT, Luang Prabang               
Rooms 

Located just south of Phousi Mountain, the resort rests on a 
peninsula framed by the mighty Mekong and Khan Rivers. Housed 
in graceful French colonial buildings, Amantaka is a perfect retreat 
within walking distance of Luang Prabang‟s 32 elegant temples, 
former Royal Palace, and the town‟s fabled night market. The 
property is surrounded by lush countryside, spectacular waterfalls, 
sheer amber-colored cliffs and ancient cave complexes.  
Amantaka offers 24 suites with spacious interior and exterior. 
Suites are entered through louvered doors from the courtyard and 
lead to light and airy living areas.  The living room and bedroom 
open onto an outdoor area with lounge, shaded by mango trees.  
www.amanresorts.com/amantaka/home.aspx 
 
 

 

 
 
ORIENTAL HOTEL, Bangkok               
Deluxe River View Rooms 

 
Beautifully set on the banks of the Chao Phraya River, River of the 
Kings, the Mandarin Oriental Bangkok has hosted the most 
distinguished travelers for more than 130 years. Follow the legendary 
Chao Phraya River through the heat of Bangkok to the door of one of 
the world‟s most luxurious hotels.  A paragon of contemporary luxury 
and rich in history, filled with stories of celebrated guests who have 
considered it home during their world travels.  Enjoy a strong flow of 
natural daylight, thanks to floor to ceiling windows and balcony facing 
the river in Deluxe River View Rooms which also have a spacious 
seating area.  Throughout, the    
furnishings are Thai silk, harmoniously designed in neutral colors.      
www.mandarinoriental.com/bangkok 
 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.amanresorts.com/amantaka/home.aspx
http://www.mandarinoriental.com/bangkok

