
LAKANI WORLD TOURS 1 LEGENDARY LIBYA  

 

 

 

 

LEGENDARY LIBYA  
 

 
Day 1                                                                      DEPART FOR TRIPOLI, LIBYA  

Depart your hometown city and travel via 
Europe for Tripoli, Libya.   

Libya is home to some of the richest 
archeological sites in the world.  The country is a 
treasure chest of historic and ancient cultures, 
breathtaking desert landscapes, and towering 
mountain scenery. This is where great 
civilizations flourished, including Phoenician, 
Greek, Roman, Byzantine, and Islamic.  They all 
left lasting imprints of their cultures. 

Libya is the fourth largest country in Africa, 
following Sudan, Algeria and Democratic 
Republic of Congo. It boarders the countries of  
Tunisia, Algeria, Niger, Chad, Sudan and Egypt.  
Northern Libya emulates the beauty of the 
Mediterranean Sea and with its stunning port 
cities of Tripoli; and off the Gulf of Sirte – 
Benghazi, Apollonia and Ptolemais.  In addition 
to its UNESCO World Heritage Sites of Cyrene, Leptis Magna, Sabratha and 
Ghadames, which you will explore, Libya offers the beauty of Jebel Akhdar (Green 
Mountains) and the Libyan Desert.   

 

Day 2                                                                                                      ARRIVE TRIPOLI                                     

―Ahlan wa Sahlan!‖— ―Welcome to Libya!‖          

Arrive early afternoon in Tripoli, the capital of Libya, where your Libyan guide will assist 
you with immigration formalities, while warmly greeting and welcoming you to Libya.   

Tripoli, called ―oea‖ in antiquity, was founded by the Phoenicians in 500 BC and is 
known as the ―Queen of the Seas‖.  After the fall of Carthage, Oea prospered under the 
Roman Empire, as did Sabratha and Leptis Magna, the other cities of the ―Tripolis‘.  
However, in the 5th century, the Vandals devastated the city.  The Arabs arrived during 
the 7th century, building a new town among the ruins and named it At-Tarabalus Al-
Gharb.  Over the next few centuries, this busy port town became an important center of 
trade between Africa, Europe, Egypt and the Middle East. 

After the 2nd invasion of the Arabs in 1046, the old city walls were rebuilt. The Tomah 
pillars can still be found in parts of the medina (walled city).  Still visible today are the 
monuments built by the Ottomans who occupied Tripoli from 1551.  Erecting mosques, 
hammers and souls, they renamed the city Parables al-Garb, Tripoli of the West.  By the 
1800‘s Tripoli had more than 30,000 inhabitants. 
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Transfer to your lovely hotel with deluxe sea view accommodations.  The balance of the 
day is at leisure to relax and enjoy your hotel‘s amenities.    

Tonight at a welcome dinner on the rooftop restaurant of your hotel, meet fellow 
travelers and Lakani‘s Tour Manager. Enjoy stunning views of the city and hear about 
the fascinating places awaiting discovery on your tour of Libya.   

              CORINTHIA BAB AFRICA HOTEL 
 

Day 3                                                                                                       SABRATHA 

Today drive west to the World Heritage 
Site of Sabratha, considered to be one of 
the most beautiful coastal sites in Libya.   
Once a Roman center for trade of African 
animals and ivory, Sabratha‘s former 
wealth is still evident in the Roman period 
ruins.  Many consider Leptis Magna and 
Sabratha to be Libya‘s premier attractions.  
Where Leptis Magna offers remarkable 
excavations of public buildings and city 
planning, Sabratha reveals the remains of 

private houses, some are two-story and decorated with paintings and mosaic floors.  Our 
visit to Sabratha encompasses three areas – the Roman Museum, the Forum, and the 
Temple of Isis. One of the finest theatres of antiquity with its three-story backdrop of 
columns is still in use today! 

Before arriving at Sabratha we visit the town of Janzur.  This town holds one of the most 
well preserved ancient Roman rock tombs in the area, with its splendid wall paintings 
dating back to the second century.  Enjoy a barbeque lunch in the surrounding beauty of 
the outskirts of Sabratha.  

Sabratha first began as a Carthaginian trading post.  In the 1st century BC the dominate 
culture seemed to be Greek, evidenced by the worship of the Alexandrine god ―Serapis‖.  
By the end of the 1st century AD the Romanization of Sabratha had taken place, 
particularly in the rebuilding of the city after an earthquake.  As was true for the other 
cities of the Tripolis, Sabratha‘s period of glory was during the reigns of the four Roman 
Emperors: Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, Lucius Aelius Aurelius 
Commodus and Septimus Severus.  Although never equaling the grandeur of Leptis 
Magna, it did grow in status, achieving the title of Colony in the 2nd century AD.  After 
another earthquake, coupled with the decline of Rome‘s economy, many of the Roman 
structures crumbled and were never rebuilt.  In their place, and in the wave of 
Christianity, the Byzantines rebuilt Sabratha in the 5th and 6th centuries, making it largely 
a Christian community with beautiful basilicas throughout.  A century after the 7th century 
Islamic invasion, Sabratha was abandoned until it was rediscovered by Italian 
archeologist early in the 20th century. 

Return to Tripoli in the early afternoon. 

CORINTHIA BAB AFRICA HOTEL 
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Day 4                                     BENGHAZI  - PTOLEMAIS - QSAR LIBYA - APOLLONIA  

Your adventure continues with a short flight to Benghazi, 
Libya‘s second largest city.  Founded by Greek settlers 
from Cyrene, the original settlement of Eusperides was 
mentioned in the 6th century historical accounts.  Although 
just south of the modern day town, this site is thought to 
be the Garden of Hesperides, from the Greek myth of the 
golden apples. 

In the 2nd century BC, the actual site of Benghazi was known as Berenice, named after 
the wife of Ptolemy III of Egypt.  The city became part of the Roman Empire and suffered 
at the hands of the Vandals and later flourished briefly under the Byzantines.  Only in the 
15th century was it rediscovered and named after a local Muslim mystic, Ibn Ghazi, who 
was known for his good deeds.  All traces of Benghazi‘s historical antiquity are buried 
deep beneath the post-World War II construction of the modern-day commercial center 
and double harbor.  A military supply base during World War II, the city along with all of 
Libya came under British rule until its independence in 1951.   

On arrival in Benghazi, we begin our drive along the Mediterranean coastline toward 
Ptolemais. Visit the Greco-Roman period ruins of Ptolemais (today known as Tolmeita) 
the former capital of Pentapolis.  Here we will see remains of palaces, theatres, and the 
bouleuterion.  Situated between the Mediterranean Sea and the slopes of the 
Cyrenaican plateau, Ptolemais was a rich port during both Greek and Roman times.  
One of the five cities of the Pentapolis, and also its former capital, Ptolemais has many 
Greco-Roman ruins which we will visit, including the Roman Palace and Constantine‘s 
Arch.  The ruins are impressive, yet they represent only a fraction of the ancient city as 
only 10% of the site has been excavated.   

Our journey next brings us to Qasar, Libya, known for 
having one of the best collections of Byzantine mosaics 
in the entire country.  These mosaics were laid during 
the reign of Justinian I, 529 – 540 AD and discovered in 
1957.  One depicts the Light House of Alexandria, one 
of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World.  We will 
visit the small yet breathtaking museum, home to all 50 
mosaic panels. 

Our final destination is Apollonia, the modern name of which is Soussa.  Our home for 
the next two nights is the Al Mahara Hotel, superbly located on the coast, forty yards 
from the entrance of Ancient Apollonia.  

AL MANARA HOTEL 

 

Day 5                                                                                            CYRENE - APOLLONIA  

Today we visit the ancient city of Cyrene, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, founded by the Greeks in 630 
BC.  The prosperity and size of Cyrene increased to 
the second largest city-state of Pentapolis after 
Athens.  The ruins of Cyrene are considered to be 
some of the greatest ancient Greek ruins in the world.  
There are four sections which consist of the 
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Sanctuary of Apollo, the Ptolemaion and Agora District, the Temples of Zeus and the 
Northern Necropolis.  You will see the Great Baths, which are still in exceptional 
condition, with the advanced ingenuity of the nearby fountain of Apollo to cure and treat 
the water. The Roman theatre with its Greek style, stretches out to sea in an absolutely 
stunning setting.  The treasures of Cyrene are not fully excavated and some of the 
spectacular Roman ruins, built atop Greek, date back to the time of Emperor Hadrian.       

Apollonia was the harbor for Cyrene and played a critical role in its prosperity, as early 
has the 7th century BC, and later served the same purpose for the Romans with equal 
importance.  In the 5th and 6th centuries AD, Apollonia was known as the ―city of 
churches‖.  Most of what remains today is from this Byzantine era.   

Walk to the ruins of Apollonia, which stretch 
westward to the entrance of the Greek Theatre 
along a narrow strip of coastline.  Roman Baths, 
Byzantine Palace and City Walls have been 
preserved, as well as one of Apollonia‘s finest 
monuments, the Eastern Basilica.  The ancient 
port installations, however, are submerged as 
the coastline has been gradually sinking since 
Byzantine times. 

AL MANARA HOTEL 

 

Day 6                                                                                               BENGHAZI - TRIPOLI  

Continue our exploration of this fascinating region 
before transfer to Benghzai for our return flight to 
Tripoli.  En route visit the World War II cemetery.  Libya 
was the stage on which a number of crucial World War 
II battles were fought the most famous of which is the 
Battle of Tobruk.     
 
Benghazi was an important goal for both Allies and Axis 
forces during the Western Desert campaigns of 1942 
and 1943.  There are now 1,214 Commonwealth 
serviceman of the Second World War buried or commemorated in the Benghazi War 
cemetery.   
 
Board your flight back to Tripoli.    

CORINTHIA BAB AFRICA HOTEL 

 

Day 7                                                                                                                     TRIPOLI  

Tripoli is known as ―the modern city that beats 
with an ancient heart‖.  This morning experience 
the colors of Tripoli with the Red Castle 
dominating the panorama of Tripoli.  The 
immense size of this fortress was once the 
ancient government palace and is meticulously 
preserved nearly intact.  Adjacent to the castle is 
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the Green Square which opens onto the Jamahiriya Museum, exhibiting the archeology 
and ancient history of Libya though the revolving invasions through the centuries. 

Further exploration of Tripoli includes the Medina of ancient Oea – the heart of Tripoli 
and known for its Arch of Emperor Marcus Aurelius.  Visit the Gorji Mosque.  Finally 
immerse yourself in the traditional souks of Tripoli, known for being the best shopping in 
the entire city.     

CORINTHIA BAB AFRICA HOTEL 

 

Day 8                                                                                                        LEPTIS MAGNA  

Today we will visit Leptis Magna, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, and one of the highlights of our trip to 
Libya.  Begun as a Berber settlement, Leptis Magna 
later became a trading port for the Phoenicians.  The 
city was then conquered by the Carthaginians, and grew 
from the sale of slaves, gold, precious metals, olive oil, 
and ivory to become a very wealthy port.  Leptis Magna 
reached its height under the rule of the Roman Emperor 
Septimus Severus, who was born here.    

These ruins are known as some of the most 
extraordinary ancient sites in all of the Mediterranean.  
The spectacular architecture and massive scale is quite 
impressive.  The city was originally a Phoenician port 
settled during the 1st millennium BC.  When the Romans 
overtook the city from Carthaginians, following the 3rd 
Punic War, the city then flourished.     

During our visit to Leptis Magna, we cover the main areas of this large archeological site 
including the Severan monumental center, the Old Forum, the Theatre, the Triumphal 
Arch, the huge Basilica, Hadrianic Baths, Hippodrome and the Amphitheatre.   

CORINTHIA BAB AFRICA HOTEL 

 

Day 9                                                                 QSAR EL HAJI - NALUT ï GHADAMES  

This morning we travel south of Tripoli to visit Qasr al-Haj, said to have the largest and 
most spectacular example of Amazigh, also known as Berber architecture.  Enjoy lunch 
in a local restaurant as we continue our drive at the foothills of Jebel Nafusa Western 
Mountains until we reach the village of Nalut.    

We walk the nearby ruins and travel though tunnels to reach the ancient troglodyte, a 
fascinating and unique grain storage system.  Nalut is unique in its locations high in the 
Nafusa Mountains and provides a glimpse into these cave dwelling people.       

Continue our drive to the desert oasis of Ghadames, known as the ―Jewel of the 
Sahara‖.  Located 400 miles southwest of Tripoli, Ghadames was once the most 
significant trading town, situated at the very edge of the Sahara.   Much of this city has 
retained its original culture, visible by the narrow streets lined with mud-bricked 
architecture.   



LAKANI WORLD TOURS 6 LEGENDARY LIBYA  

 

The next two nights enjoy Dar Ghadames Hotel, reminiscent of the traditional Berber 
style with its traditional architecture and choice colors.   

DAR GHADAMES HOTEL 

 

Day 10                                                                                                            GHADAMES  

We begin our tour of Ghadames, the ―Pearl of the 
Desert‖, visiting the ancient Saharan oasis, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, known for its distinguished type of 
desert architecture.  What is known as its ‗cake and 
icing‖ architecture Ghadames offers a cultural Museum, 
Great Mosque and Main Square worth visiting.  Enjoy a 
traditional lunch in an ancient Ghadames house, a 
wonderful example of this regions unique style. 

This afternoon drive to Ras al-Ghoul Fortress, where 
Libya borders Tunisia and Algeria.  Later this afternoon continue your desert adventure 
though the sand dunes via 4X4 safari for a sunset special Tuareg folklore show 
preformed for a few of the 10,000 Turareg nomads that inhabit the southwest desert.     

DAR GHADAMES HOTEL 

 

Day 11                                                                                             GHADAMES/TRIPOLI   

Transfer to the Ghadames airport to board your flight back to Tripoli with the remainder 
of the day at leisure.  This evening gather for a Farewell dinner while you reminisce over 
the exciting journey you just concluded.  

                                                                                    CORINTHIA BAB AFRICA HOTEL 

 

Day 12                                                                                                        ARRIVE HOME  

Transfer to the airport for your flight home, greatly enriched and enlightened by the 
sights and experiences you have had in Libya. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

CORINTHIA BAB AFRICA HOTEL, Tripoli 
Executive Club Rooms with Sea View 
The hotel is situated in Tripoli‘s business district, 
adjacent to the picturesque Medina, and within walking 
distance of the artisan market, Assi al-Hamra (Red 
Castle), the Marcus Aurelius arch, the Great Jamahiriya 
museum and Green Square.  Executive rooms are 
beautifully furnished with a blend of modern and Arabic 
features and supplied with designer branded amenities 
and are located on floors 13 -19 offering executive club 
lounge privileges.  Savor the flavors or International, 
Italian, Moroccan, and Asian cuisines at the Corinthia 
Bab Africa‘s exquisite restaurants.     
 
http://www.corinthiahotels.com/home?c=8 
 
 

 
 
 

AL MANARA HOTEL, Apollonia  
Suites 
The Al Manara Hotel in Apollonia is ideally located a few 
steps away from the ruins of the same name.  All rooms 
are spacious with balconies, air-conditioning and private 
facilities.  The main restaurant serves breakfast and 
dinner and there is also a rooftop bar area serving hot 
and cold drinks.  

http://www.darsahara.com/default.asp?cat=2&sotto_cat=30 

 

 
 

DAR GHADAMES HOTEL, Ghadames 
Standard Rooms 
Surrounded by the black jagged rocks of the Massek 
Settafet and the breathtaking golden sand dunes of the 
Ramla al-Dawada, Dar Germa is a stunning refuge.  
Situated on 2 floors Dar Germa comprises of 28 
beautifully decorated spacious guest rooms each with a 
splendid shower or bath en-suite bathroom.  Feast on 
European and local dishes served at the stylish Dar 
Germa restaurant decorated with rich textured cushions 
and wall hangings. Chill on the marvellous terrace 
enveloped by lush foliage and tropical plants. Dar Germa 
is the perfect base from where to explore the wealth of 
riches the area has to offer.  

 http://www.darsahara.com/default.asp?cat=2&sotto_cat=14 

http://www.corinthiahotels.com/home?c=8
http://www.darsahara.com/default.asp?cat=2&sotto_cat=30
http://www.darsahara.com/default.asp?cat=2&sotto_cat=14

